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Day-Use Features
!y Fe e  Boa t Launch

!y Pub lic, N o-Fe e  Boa t Launch

!y Sports m a n's Acce s s , N o Turn Around

!£ Dock for Te m pora ry Tie -up

!̧ Boa t Fue ling
Pum p-out Stations  for Boa ts
Pum p-out Station for Porta b le  Toile ts

!_ Re s troom s  or Va ulte d Toile ts
Q Fauce ts for Drinking  W a te r

fg De s ig na te d Da y-Us e  Are a s
Roads

Loca l Roa d
Se a s ona l Roa d
State  Hig h wa y 57

Hiking Trails

Lake Depth
0-80 fe e t
80-160 fe e t
160-260 fe e t
260-360 fe e t

Lake Depth Contours
20 foot inte rva l
40 foot inte rva l

Perennial Streams

Le ng th                                   18.7 m ile s
Ma xim um  width                       4.5 m ile s
Sh ore line  le ng th                    72    m ile s
La ke  surfa ce  a re a         23,300    a cre s
La ke  volum e             3,000,000    acre -fe e t
Ma xim um  de pth                  369    fe e t
Me a n de pth                        128     fe e t

Le ng th                                     2.7 m ile s

Le ng th                                    3.3 m ile s
Ma xim um  width                      1   m ile
Sh ore line  le ng th                     8   m ile s
La ke  surfa ce  a re a          1,338   acre s
La ke  volum e                 80,000   a cre -fe e t
Ma xim um  de pth                  112   fe e t
Me a n de pth                          60   fe e t

Facts about Priest Lakes
Priest Lake

The Thorofare

Upper Priest Lake

Th e  Prie s t La ke  Mus e um  is  a  g re a t s h owca s e  of
th e  num e rous influe nce s  th a t forg e d th is  a re a
including  N a tive  Am e rica ns , tra ppe rs , m is s iona rie s ,
m ine rs , h om e s te a de rs , log g e rs , a nd b us ine s s m e n.  
Th e  b uilding  wa s  built in 1935 a nd is  a  prim e  
exa m ple  h a ndcra fte d oil-tre a te d ta m a ra ck (la rch )
log  cons truction. Th e  m us e um  is h ous e  on th e  
we s t s h ore , ½-m ile  s outh  of Lub y Ba y Ca m pg round
and jus t north  of Hill’s  Re s ort.  Ple a s e  vis it
http://plm us e um .org / or ca ll 208-443-2676 to le a rn
m ore  a b out th e  m us e um .

India n Rock is th e  s ite  of pictog ra ph s  th a t a re
b e lie ve d to h a ve  b e e n th e  a rtwork of th e  Ka lis pe l
trib e .  Th e y a re  cla s s ifie d a s  Ea s te rn Plate a u Style
of pre h is toric rock a rt wh ich  m e a ns  th e y indica te
th e  influe nce  of Pla ins  India ns  on loca l trib e s .  Th e
pictog ra ph s  a re  loca te d with in th e  rocky point at
th e  north  e nd of Ka lis pe ll Bay.  Th e y s h ould b e
vie we d via  b oa t a s  th e  a re a  in th e  im m e dia te  
vicinity is a  s e ns itive  a nth ropolog ica l a nd h is torica l
s ite .

Th e  Th orofa re  is  a  2-1/2 m ile  ch a nne l th a t links
Prie s t La ke  to Uppe r Prie s t La ke .  Th e  e ntire  a re a
a long  th e  ch a nne l is  prote cte d from  de ve lopm e nt
a nd offe rs  m a ny opportunitie s  to ob s e rve  wildlife
a b ove, b e s ide , a nd b e low you.  All wate rcra ft
tra ve rs ing  th e  Th orofa re  is  re s tricte d to “no wa ke ”
s pe e d wh ich  m a ke s  th is  a n ide a l wate rwa y for
ca noe is ts a nd ka ya ke rs .  Enjoying  th e  s olitude
a nd b e a uty of b oa ting  on th e  Th orofa re  is  truly a
unique  na ture  a dve nture  th at s h ould not b e  m is s e d.   

Th e  Vinth e r-N e ls on Ca b in wa s  b uilt in 1897 b y
th e  Cre ns h a w b roth e rs .  Th e  b roth e rs  live d in th e
ca b in wh ile  th e  purs ue d th e ir m ining  ve nture a t
th e  ‘De e r Tra il Lode ’ m ine , a  s h ort dis ta nce  from
th e  ca b in.  Th e  ca b in wa s  s old a couple  tim e s
a nd e ve ntua lly wa s  de s ig na te d N ationa l Historic
Site  in 1982 a nd wa s  donate d to th e  Unite d 
Sta te s  Gove rnm e nt.  Th e  ca b in is  ope n during
th e  s um m e r from  10 am  until 3 pm  on W e dne s da y
th roug h  Sunda y.  It is loca te d on th e  e a s t s ide
of Eig h tm ile  Is la nd.  

Som e  pub lic launch e s  re quire  tra ve l ne a r
priva te  prope rtie s .  Ple a s e  m a ke  s ure  to 
not tre s pa s s  on priva te  la nds  a nd s ta y
with in pub lic rig h t-of-way wh ile  launch ing
a nd pa rking .

Th e  cre a tors  of th is  Prie s t La ke  Ma p a nd 
Broch ure  acce pt no lia b ility for its  conte nt.
Inform ation wa s  com pile d from  num e rous
s ource s  a nd wa s corre ct to th e  b e s t of our
knowle dg e  at th e  tim e  of pub lication.
Fe ature s  note d on th e  m a p a re  uns ta b le
a nd s ub je ct to ch a ng e .  Th is  m a p wa s
de ve lope d with  s um m e r conditions  in m ind,
wate r le ve ls  a nd fa cility a va ila b ility will b e
s ig nifica ntly im pa cte d if vis iting  during  th e
off-s e a s on.  Alwa ys  e m ploy ca ution wh e n
re cre a ting  on th e  wa te r a nd b e  s ure  to
ch e ck for curre nt inform a tion b e fore  
e m b a rking  on a  trip to Prie s t La ke .  

Disclaimer

Distances For No Wake Zones
-W ith in 200 fe e t from  a ny s h ore line , dock,
 pie r, b ridg e s , oth e r s tructure , or a ny pe rs on
 in th e  wa te r
-W ith in 100 fe e t of a ny oth e r ve s s e l, th e  s pe e d
 of wh ich  s h a ll not e xce e d 15 m ph
-W ith in 50 fe e t of a ny oth e r ve s s e l

¬«4 Vinther-Nelson Cabin

¬«3 Thorofare to Upper Priest Lake

¬«2

¬«1 Priest Lake Museum

Indian Rock Pictographs

Areas of Interest

Ph oto courte s y of Cra ig  Hill

No Wake Zones
(no more than a six inch wake)
Within 200 feet from any shoreline,
dock, pier, bridges, other structure
or any person in the water

No Wake Zones
(no more than a six inch wake)
Within 200 feet from any shoreline,
dock, pier, bridges, other structure
or any person in the water



 

Local Resources and Phone Numbers 
 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality  
(208) 769-1422 
www.deq.state.id.us/   
 
Dickensheet Solid Waste Site  
(208) 443-3007 
 
Idaho Fish & Game 
(208) 769-1414 
fishandgame.idaho.gov/   
 
Panhandle Health District 
(208) 265-6384 
www.phd1.idaho.gov/   
 
Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
(208) 332-8500 
www.agri.idaho.gov/   
 
Idaho Parks and Recreation  
(208) 334-4199 
www.parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/ 
 
Idaho Department of Lands  
(208) 443-2516 
www.idahoforests.org 
 
USDA Forest Service 
(208) 263-5111 
www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf 
 
EMT Services 
Call 911 / Non-emergency reports 265-5525 
 
Priest Lake Ranger District (Hwy 57) 
(208) 443-2512 
 
Lakes Commission 
(208) 263-5310 
lakes-commission.com 
 
Lake Assist 
(208) 263-5310  
lakeassist.org  

Boating and Day Use Facilities 

Boating Rules - Map with Lake Depths - Local Fishery  

Water Quality Tips - Aquatic Invasive Species -  

Priest Lake History 

Cover map courtesy of lakebound.org 

Take Good Notes ………... 
Please make note of any locations where you see new infes-

tations or species.   Report a siting to the Idaho Department 

of Agriculture at: (208) 332-8500. 
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___________________________
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___________________________
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Priest Lake History 
 

Upper Priest Lake and Priest Lake 
are located in the northernmost 
portion of the Idaho Panhandle in 
Bonner County. The Upper Priest 
Lake,  lies  within 15 miles of the 
Canadian border is a unique wa-
terbody surrounded by public land 
and only accessible by watercraft 
or foot traffic. The Thorofare is the 
conduit from Upper Priest Lake to 
Priest Lake. Priest Lake feeds the 
Priest River, which travels 44 miles 
before joining the Pend Oreille 
River.    

 
During the last ice age, 7 - 10,000 years ago, a large lobe of ice 
extended southerly from the Cordilleran Ice Sheet, scouring 
out the valley now occupied by Priest Lake. The glacial debris, 
known as a terminal moraine, was deposited at the southern 
end of the valley, blocking the drainage, and creating what we 
know today as Priest Lake. 

 
The Priest Lake Selkirk Moun-
tains lie mostly in Idaho.  The 
west base of the crest at Priest 
Lake is approximately 2,400 feet 
in elevation, while the east foot 
is only 1,700 feet at the Purcell 
Trench. On both sides the ridges 
are sheared off abruptly due to 

the Cordilleran Ice Sheet.  Priest Lake Selkirk summits range 
from 7,200 to 7,700 feet.  
 
 
History/Industry  
 
Throughout the early history of Priest Lake, the Kalispels made 
frequent journeys to the area to hunt , fish, and gather. The 
first white settlers arrived in the early 19th century.   
Jesuit Priests settled the area around lake in the 1840s and 
established a base camp at Kalispell Bay.  Because of the Jesu-
it presence the lake was eventually named Priest Lake. 

 
 

 
Since the 1890s logging has played an important role at Priest 
Lake. Logs were floated down the lake to the outlet where they 
would travel the Priest River to the mills on the Pend Oreille River.  
National concern over conservation of natural resources led to 
the Forest Reserve Act of 1891, under which the Priest River 
Forest Reserve was established in 1897. This forest reserve 
subsequently evolved into the Kaniksu National Forest - which 
has been recently incorporated into the Idaho Panhandle Na-
tional Forests system. Most of the area on the east side of 
Priest Lake was gradually consolidated into State of Idaho 
lands.  Later, in the 1980s, the State executed land exchanges 
with private companies that added nearly 13,000 acres (53 
km²) to the state forest.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tourism to Priest Lake has a long history which was inspired by 
recreational fishing and hunting.  Both summer and winter ac-
tivities at the lake have made it a popular four season tourist 
destination for boating, camping, fishing, hunting, and vaca-
tioning.  Upper Priest Lake is a serene setting which people 
visit seeking a wilderness experience.  Waterskiing, wake-
boarding, and inner-tubing diminish the experience for the 
entire lake Priest Lake and the surrounding Selkirk’s are home 
to a variety of wildlife both in and around the lake.  
 

©Mike Hood/NRS  

Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 
is a submersed plant that forms 
dense canopies and mats.   A 
small broken off fragment of a 
milfoil plant can take root and 
form a new colony.  It is an ex-
tremely aggressive weed that is 
nearly impossible to eradicate 
once it infests a waterbody.  
 

 

Curlyleaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus) 
is a submersed plant that has wavy  
serrated leaves that resemble 
lasagna noodles.  It forms dense  
mats that die off mid-summer.  
Curlyleaf pondweed reproduces by  
turions which are hardened buds  
on the tips of the plants that fall off  
and germinate in the fall. 
 

Chinese mystery snails (Bellamya chinensis) 
are large snails that are a common aquarium 
pet.  These snails usually invade 
an aquatic system by way of 
aquarium releases to the water-
way.  Chinese mystery snails can 
be devastating to aquatic vegeta-
tion and they can also be vectors 
for disease. 

Invasive Species Currently in Priest Lake 
 
Flowering rush (Botomus umbellatus) 
takes over and can create a marsh out of a 
bay in very short order.  It spreads aggres-
sively by hardy rhizomes that break off 
easily when disturbed by wildlife, frost 
heaving, and boat motors.  Flowering rush 
is not in Priest Lake but it resides close by 
in Pend Oreille.  
 

 
Asian clams (Corbicula fluminera) 
are small clams that can have large 
impacts especially in low nutrient 
lakes such as Priest Lake.  These 
clams condense nutrients in their 
bodies which can cause algal 
blooms when they die.  They also 
condense calcium which can help quagga and zebra mussels 
develop shells and establish in an area.  Asian clams are micro-
scopic in their larval stage and can easily travel between water-
bodies in bilge water.  Asian clams are found in Pend Oreille. 
 
 
 
Quagga and Zebra Mussels (Dreissena) are freshwater, bivalve 
mussels. They range in size from 
microscopic to two inches long.  
Their larvae are free floating and 
can be carried in water for 8 weeks.  
Reproducing exponentially, they 
threaten water quality and native 
fisheries.  Unlike native freshwater 
mussels, these mussels attach and rapidly encrust hard surfaces 
causing severe and costly damage to boats, docks, hydropower 
facilities, water treatment plants, and wastewater facilities.  
Management related to impacts from mussels, would cost Idaho 
an estimated 100 million dollars a year.   

Species Posing a Future Threat to Priest 

Aquatic Invasive Species  

 
Idaho currently has  state-
wide prevention efforts in 
place, however, active par-
ticipation by all water users 
is key to addressing this 
important issue.  Because 
human actions are the pri-
mary means of invasive species introduction, it is our responsi-
bility to work towards positive solutions. Prevention is far less 
expensive than control, so let’s work to keep them out! 

 
 Clean Everything Anything that gets wet, needs to be 

cleaned.  Remove all debris.  
  
 Drain - Drain all water from your boat , including wells, 

ballast, and engine cooling water.   
 Dry - Allow your boat and gear to completely dry before 

entering another waterbody.  
 Dispose - Dispose of plant matter and debris by bagging 

and placing in trash disposal.    
 Rent a boat - when visiting infested waterbodies. 

 
 Do Not Release - Do not dump aquarium and aquatic pets 

or release plants, animals, or fish into water or down drain.   
 Bait - Do not dump bait or bait water. 

 Ornamental Garden Plants -   Become familiar with inva-
sive plants so you don’t accidentally purchase them online. 

 Talk About It -  Spread the Word - Not the Weed!  

Prevent the Spread of Invasive Species 

Before leaving and before launching…INSPECT EVERYTHING! 

 

 

 
Discharging sewage and gray water (water generated from gal-
leys, baths, showers…) can lead to illness and aesthetic degra-
dation.  Sewage and grey water can contain bacteria, viruses 
and high levels of nutrients that can stimulate plant and algae 
growth.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some ways to limit your impact to the Priest Lake. 
 
 Use public toilets that are located around the lake.  Please 

refer to the map on the back of this pamphlet for public 
toilet locations. 

 
 Make sure that your boat directs waste water from sinks, 

toilets, and showers to a tank. If your boat does not have a 
tank, please do not use these facilities. 

 
 Dispose of boat waste tank contents at the Forest Service 

disposal site        at the Kalispel Bay boat launch.  Or use 
one of the pump out stations         located at many loca-
tions around the lake.  See map for pump out locations.  

Five-hundred and seventy -
two square miles of steep 
snow country drain into 
Priest Lake.   
 
The levels of Priest Lake are 
controlled by Outlet Dam 
which is managed by the 
Idaho Department of Water 
Resources (IDWR).  Priest 
Lake is about 2,435 feet above sea level in the winter.  Summer 
pool is three feet above the winter pool.  Water is drawn down 
during the month of October before kokanee start spawning as 
to not strand kokanee redds in the shallows.  The water gener-
ally rises above summer levels in April and May with spring 
melt-off and levels out in June.  Water levels and flows can vary 
widely depending on the weather.   
 
During the spring and early summer, water levels can be high, 
fast and dangerous along the Priest River, the thoroughfare and 
tributaries. Sometimes flows are extremely low in the summer 
making for longer than expected non-motorized journeys.   The 
intensity of water flows can be deceiving and difficult to deter-
mine, so please use extreme caution and plan ahead.   
  

 

 Responsible Recreation 

 
Boat Wakes on Lakes 
Boat wakes can have a serious impact on swimmers,  
other boaters, property and the environment through 
shoreline erosion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“No Wake” Zones - By Bonner County Ordinance a boat 
wake is measured at 6 inches or less.  

 
 Two hundred (200) feet from the entire shoreline of 

Priest Lake and Upper Priest Lake.   

 Fifty (50) feet from another vessel. 

 Two hundred (200) feet from all structures in the water. 

 The Thorofare is a “No Wake” zone.   

 Boats cannot pull towables above “No Wake” speeds on 
Upper Priest Lake.   

 

Boat Speeds 

 Boat speeds during the daytime in open water should not 
exceed 50 mph. 

 Boat speeds at low light conditions or within 100 feet of 
another vessel should not exceed 15 mph. 

 

Noise Ordinance 

 All boat motors must be below 90 decibels. 

Boating Ordinances 

Camping Guidelines 

 Do not bathe or wash pets with soap in the lake. 
 
 Do not wash dishes directly in the lake. 

 Wash dishes at least 50 feet from shore with phosphate-
free detergent. 

 If camping at undeveloped sites please carry an on board 
portable toilet or a privy shovel. 

 Please use fire pans above the high water mark for camp-
fires.  Campfire ash adds nutrients to the water. 

 Don’t litter!  Pack it in – Pack it out. 

 
 Boats should pass on each other’s port (left) side. 
 
 When two boats are crossing, the vessel which has the 

other on its starboard (right) side must keep out of the 
way. 

 
 At night, if you are crossing paths with another boat and 

their red light is crossing right-to-left in front of you, you 
need to change course.  If you see their green light cross-
ing left-to-right, you are the stand-on vessel and should 
maintain speed. 

 

Safe Boating 

Fishing Seasons and Rules 

Idaho Fish Consumption Advisory Program 

Priest Lake Fishery 

Priest Lake supports a variety of native and introduced fish spe-
cies. The waters of Priest Lake provide excellent habitat for 
coldwater fish. Native species that were historically abundant 
include bull trout, westslope cutthroat trout, and mountain 
whitefish. In the early 1900’s, kokanee and lake trout 
(Mackinaw) were introduced into Priest Lake. For a time,  the 
fishery boomed with abundant kokanee providing high catch 
rates for anglers with lake trout and bull trout reaching trophy 
size by consuming kokanee. By the 1980’s lake trout popula-
tions increased causing the kokanee and bull trout populations 

to nearly collapse in the main 
lake. Currently, the lake trout 
dominate the main lake and are 
the most popular species target-
ed by anglers. Kokanee have re-
cently provided good fishing op-
portunity, but are at a lower den-
sity than historically. Westslope cut-

throat can also be found in the main lake.  In addition to the 
cold water fishery, Priest Lake hosts a healthy population of 
smallmouth bass which has also become a popular fishery.   

 Women who are 
pregnant, nursing, 
or planning to be-
come pregnant. 

Children un-
der 15 years of 
age. 

General Public 

 Lake Trout Do not eat more 
than  4 meals a 
month 

Do not eat 
more than 4 
meals a month 

Do not eat 
more than 14 
meals a month 

Small & 
Large 

Mouth Bass 

Do not eat more 
than 2 meals a 
month 

Do not eat 
more than 2 
meals a month 

Do not eat 
more than 8 
meals a month 

Bull Trout 

Green to blue-grey back, reddish spots on side and no spots on dorsal fin.                 

Bull Trout is listed as an Threatened under the U.S. Endangered Species 

Act.  Catch and Release 

 

         Cutthroat Trout 

         Red orange streak below mouth  

         Catch and Release 

Lake Trout (Mackinaw) 

Dark grey with light grey spots above and below lateral  line.  The larg-

est lake trout in the United States was caught at Priest Lake in 1971 

and was 57 pounds 8 ounces and 49 inches long! 

     Kokanee 

     Greenish blue back with faint speckling 

      Smallmouth Bass 

      Reddish eyes, dark olive to brown black, bronze sides, white belly 

  A Fisherman’s Identification Guide 

                Please contact Idaho Fish & Game for 

                       current fishing rules.  

                         call 208 769-1414 

                               http:/fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/fish/rules/     

Priestlakers.com 

  
 If There’s A Spill - Call 911 

 It can take hours for emergency teams to respond to a spill 
in remote Priest Lake. Use absorbent pads, pillows or 
booms to soak up as much petroleum as possible before 
the slick drifts away. 

 DO NOT use emulsifiers or dispersants (soaps) on fuel 
spills.  These products break up the petroleum into small 
droplets that sink to the lake bottom or remain in the wa-
ter column.  

 If the spill happens in a marina, follow their emergency 
plan.  Marina’s typically carry spill kits for larger spills.  

 

Specially designed materials are used to absorb hydrocarbon 
spills. These products absorb and attract hydrocarbons but 
not water. They come in various sizes and shapes to accommo-
date the situation. Some come as a paper towels or pads, some 
fit into the bilge and others are long in order to surround a 
boat, spill or dock.  Look for these products in your local ma-
rine shop or hardware store. Most places would be happy to 
order them for you upon request.  Keeping these products on 
your boat can prevent a lot of headaches in case of a spill.  

 
Oil, diesel fuels, and gasoline are made of hydrocarbon com-

pounds that can be toxic to 
aquatic organisms, and 
some are labeled as carcino-
genic to humans.  Petrole-
um spills from boats can 
occur during fueling, pump-
ing of oily bilges, and ma-
rine engine exhaust.  After a 
spill, hydrocarbons initially 
float on the surface of the 

water, and then they either evaporate or sink to the bottom of 
the water column.  Oil spills have the potential to degrade 
wildlife throug ingestion and adherence to feathers, fur, plants, 
and soil.  It is also important for marinas to keep oil away from 
docks, boats and general infrastructure. Individually, each 
boat’s contribution may seem insignificant, but collectively pe-
troleum pollution can add up and cause concern for aquatic 
organisms and human health.   

 
Preventing Petroleum Pollution 

 

 Know the capacity of your fuel tank(s) and don’t overfill. 
 
 To prevent spillage from the fuel tank vents, install a fuel/

air separatos in your tank’s vent line.  
 
 Fuel spill products are available that only absorb petroleum 

products, not other liquids. Use these products around the 
nozzle to help collect any spillage.  

 
 Don’t leave the nozzle unattended while fueling. 
 
 Use secondary containment such as a plastic container 

when fueling a gas can. 
 
 Keep boat motors tuned to prevent fuel and lubricant leaks 

and improve fuel efficiency.  
 
 Keep boat bilge free of oil and petroleum.  
 
 Never dump hazardous waste such as antifreeze and pe-

troleum products into water, down a storm drain, on the 
ground, or in a ditch.   

Petroleum Pollution 

Fuel bib for catching small spills. Absorbent booms and towels. 

Petroleum sheen on water. 

Lake Levels and Water Flows 

Discharge or dumping of sewage or gray water 

from marine toilets, boat holding tanks, portable 

toilets, or sink and shower drains into Priest 

Lake waters is prohibited  

Sewage and Grey Water Pollution 

 Responsible Recreation 

Photo courtesy of Pecky Cox 

Outlet Dam located near Outlet Bay on Priest River, is managed by 
the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR). 

Invasive species are typically non-native plant or animal species that have been introduced into a new environment.  Invasive plants and animals threaten native species and they can have significant 
economic impact by damaging water quality, interfering with recreational activities, and impacting drinking and irrigation water supply.  In their native environments, species are controlled by preda-
tors, pathogens, competitors, or limiting nutrients or minerals.  When species are transported to a new environment, there are sometimes no natural checks and the introduced species can become 
very difficult to control. Please don’t try to control on your own. If you see an unfamiliar plant or animal or have questions regarding aquatic invasive species, please contact Idaho Department of Ag-
riculture (208) 332-8500. 
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