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Fighting Fires at Priest Lake for Over 100 Years

Evidence of forest fires in the Priest Lake region
dates back hundreds of years. Many of us have
heard or read about the 1910 and 1926 fires,
remember the 1967 Sundance fire, and, more
recently, the Tower fire. As summers seem to get
hotter and drier, the fires appear to grow larger and
last longer. Residents and visitors alike have faced
unhealthy smoky skies and witnessed firefighting
aircraft scooping water from the lake. The
museum’s new exhibit explores the changing how
and whys of forest fires and their management at
Priest Lake over time.

In the museum’s new exhibit, photographs, maps,
objects, and personal accounts illustrate the Priest
Lake area's landscape before settlers arrived, as well

as how the landscape has changed over time due to
forest fires and their management. The exhibit

Don’t miss our summer programs that
highlight the “Out of the Smoke” exhibit.

June 25 — Lookout Mountain Hike

July 10 — “Priest Lake Forest Fires: Yesterday through
Today” with Matt Butler

July 24 — “The 1967 Sundance Fire: A Lasting Legacy”
with Mick Schanilec

July 26 — Bismark Mule Barn Tour

August 6 — Field Trip to Priest River Experimental Forest
and Giborne Lookout

Continues on page 2



Priest Lake Museum

Hello Again Friends

Hello again friends of the
museum,

Another trip around the sun and
here we are getting ready for
summer season at the lake. I'm
always mindful about the
beginning, fresh new faces
starting work at the restaurants
and resorts and all the
anticipation going forward. New
friends and experiences. In just a
few months those same happy
faces will be worn from too
many shifts and too much fun
and the good byes will start as we
cycle through 2025.

The museum is undergoing a
similar cycle: grounds clean up
from the winter storms, spring
cleaning the inside, coordinating
volunteers and planning for the
future.

Looking back at 2024 we've
accomplished many tasks our
board set out for us.

Number 1: Finishing the Coolin
Kiosk, Jeanie Tomlin and Pam
Martin's dream of over a decade
ago.

Number 2: Bringing the
Bismark Barn project out of
the planning stage and into
actual restoration, again from
the wish list of board
members gone bye.

Number 3: Creating an
administrative position to
coordinate museum activities.
Our Board of Directors has
been a great help with new
committees and assignments.

We're also looking for some
fresh new faces. We have a
few board members retiring in
September when their terms
expire and, as usual, we need
volunteers to help staff the
building when it's open.

See you at the lake,
Carlos

The Priest Lake Museum Association
was founded to preserve and promote
the rich heritage of the surrounding

region. This newsletter is published
annually.

Spring 2025

“Qut of the Smoke”’
continued from page 1

examines major fires in the
region, including the 55,000-
acre Sundance fire. It features a
model of the Sundance lookout
cabin, complete with a fire
finder and radio, offering a
view of Priest Lake. It
compares how a wildland
firefighter dressed in the 1930s
with the gear and garments of a
modern wildland firefighter.
Visitors can observe how
smoke jumpers suit up and try
to lift a heavy smoke chaser’s
fire pack. And, of course,
Smokey Bear provides fun
interactions for kids!

The exhibit highlights how fire
detection methods, firefighting
equipment, firefighting
strategies, and the
management of forest fires
have evolved over the years as
fire managers gain insights into
fire behavior and the benefits
of fire for a healthy forest. It
focuses on how the work at
Priest Lake has contributed
nationally, including the fire
behavior research that
originated with Harry
Gisborne, the first full-time
wildfire researcher, at the
Priest River Experimental
Forest south of Coolin. Tom
Weitz and retired USFS fire
manager Matt Butler curated
the exhibit.




Priest Lake Museum Spring 2025

Heritage Series Schedule

Thursday
Talk — The Inn at Priest Lake (Coolin) @ 7:00 pm

Ju—l ° ° ° ° °
y The Bateau, River Pigs, and Priest River Log Drives
17 Kris Runberg Smith, Priest Lake Museum Historian

Thursday
July
31

Talk — Priest Lake Elementary School @ 7:00 pm
Getting an Education at Priest Lake: A History of Schools

Michelle Barnes, Educator and Priest Lake Museum Curator

Out of the Smoke Field Trips

Wednesday
June
25

Just south of Nordman, look for the sign @ 9:00
Bismark Mule Barn Tour

A short mile hike to tour the former Bismark Ranger Station and Mule Barn
Wednesday
August
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Spring 2025

2025 Heritage Series

Matt Butler discusses the history of Priest Lake
fires and examines how they have contributed
to evolving ideas about managing forest fires
over time on July 10. Recently retired as Fire
Management Officer for the U.S. Forest Service
on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests, Matt
helped curate the new exhibit “Out of the
Smoke.” He is recognized nationally as a fire
behavior analyst and fire management
historian. He argues, “You look at the late
1880s through 1925, you look at a fire history
map, most of the area that is in North Idaho
was touched by fire.” Matt will explain how
that has changed over time.

On July 24, Mick Schanilec talks about the
legacies of the 1967 Sundance Fire, one of the
hottest and fastest fires ever recorded. Mick, the
retired area manager for Idaho Department of
Lands at Priest Lake, discusses why the fire laid
the foundation for interagency cooperation,
strengthened Idaho’s commitment to fire
programs, and enhanced reforestation efforts.
He brings numerous images to explain the fire
and its ongoing after effects.

Matt Butler

Diamond Match Bateau on the Priest River

Mrs. Kedish’s 1975-76 Class
Priest Lake Elemetary School

Mick Schanilec

In honor of the return of the Diamond Match
Bateau to Priest Lake, museum historian Kris
Runberg Smith examines the role of the boat
during the annual Priest River log drives on July
17. Last summer, the Museum of North Idaho
approached the museum about transferring the
boat to us, but we didn’t have room. However,
the Priest Lake State Park offered a fitting home
at Indian Creek Campground, which was the
site of a Diamond Match Logging Camp until
the late 1950s.

Michelle Barnes, educator and museum curator,
looks at the challenges and rewards of getting an
education at Priest Lake on August 1. And we
will meet at the Priest Lake Elementary school
gym! Since the first settlers came in the late
1890s, Priest Lake managed to maintain schools
and teachers. But it was not always an easy feat,
balancing harsh winters, isolated working
conditions, and a fluid number of pupils.
Michelle will share how these schools defined
community for generations.



Priest Lake Museum
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BringingrbackitheBanrn
Restoring the Bismark Mule Barn

As forest fires burned through Idaho in 1910,
the Priest Lake rangers created a corral on the
edge of Bismark Meadow for pack trains
heading up lake. The Forest Service added a
mule barn when it expanded the Bismark
Ranger Station in 1919. The log building
featured stalls, a place for the tackle, and a
second floor with a cistern and hay loft. Over
the next 60 years, generations of pack trains
left the barn bringing supplies to the lookouts
and support for firefighters. Even after 1963,
when the new Priest Lake Ranger Station
opened on Highway 57, the mules still
occupied the barn during the summer.
However, by the late 1970s, the barn was
empty, becoming one of the few buildings left
standing at the old Bismark Ranger Station.

When Kristen Winn first visited the
collapsing barn several years ago, she saw
Priest Lake history that needed to be
preserved. As a Priest Lake Museum board
member, she began discussions with the
Forest Service and assembled a team of
skilled individuals to save the barn. The team
faced many hurdles. For example, work could
not be done in the spring and fall since the
meadow is a Grizzly Bear Management Unit.
The Forest Service, confronted with a backlog
of projects and a shrinking staff, had other
priorities. Moreover, the project needed
funding—Ilots of funding—so Kristen wrote
grants, lots of grants.

The committee’s efforts are coming together.
Last July, the Idaho Heritage Trust provided
a consultant grant to assess the barn and map
out the project steps. The Forest Service
permitted the road to be cleared and the

heavy cistern removed. The committee
documented the current structure with care.
This spring, the barn received grants from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Idaho Heritage Trust, with several grant
applications pending.

To learn more about this project, look for us
on May 24 at the Priest Lake Spring Festival
Parade in Coolin and cheer on the Museum's
"barn float" made up of mules ridden by
members of the Priest River Valley Back
Country Horsemen. Also, join us on July 26
for a talk and tour of the site. You can walk in
about a mile, or you can drive to the site. The
grants we have received need to be matched,
dollar for dollar, so please consider making a
donation to the museum in support of the
mule barn restoration project.
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Coolin Kiosk Big Thanks!

M i

Bill and Cheryl Papesh
Charles Greco
Nevin and Elizabeth Bryant
Scott and Vicki Jones
East River Plumbing
Dan and Shana Garske
PL Built
Danette Ulrich
Robert Bond
Kay Carnes
David Helsby
Dee and Mary McGonigle
Doni and Brent Guyer
Jack Simpson
In memory of Claude & Catherine
Simpson
Dana and Kathie Zentz
Gini Cunningham
Carol Rutherford
Kris Runberg Smith
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bill Jacky
Tom and Anne Weitz
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bob and Janet Davis
Maggie and Lon Drummond
Mary and Wally Driscoll
Lu Loree
Mary Ziegler
Pancho and Penny Landa
Bob and Barb Stutz

The Priest Lake Museum is grateful for your support of
the Coolin Kiosk! Longtime supporters and many new
friends brought this important project to fruition after 15
years of effort. The kiosk footings are poured, the
interpretative panels are ready to go, and museum
president and project manager Carlos Landa expects the
structure to be installed by July. So watch the Coolin
waterfront for the next steps and the museum website for
the date and time of the Coolin Kiosk’s unveiling!

Mark and Valerie Sonderen
James Brown
Jon Muralt
Mike and Susie Luckey
In memory of Arlie Sue Hagman
Chris and Holly Knapp
Teresa Landa and Ryan Crocker
Nancy Stiles
Judy Klos
Alan and Jane Stanford
Terry and Cindy Dick
Carol Sayles Rydbom
Joan Smith
Vince and Janice Aguirre
Martin and Carol Stacey
Danny Bowling
David Patton
Daniela Constable
Siri Moss
Cory Kowalik
C&C Yard Care
William Wolf
Randy and Janet McNeice
Curtis and Erika Hennings
Mary Morgan
In memory of Bob Morgan
Patty Engle
Gary Weber
Terry Dick
Mary Ann Rutherford
Connie and Dan Hungate
Roy and Donna Larson
Deb and Kevin Strait
Nadine Finley
Mary White

James and Janet Pittmann
Trudy Atkinson
Julie Westbrook

Susan Eugster
John Siegfried
Eric and Andrea Benson
Dennis Horlacher
Earle and Judy Ruddach
Eric Holt
Carolyn Pilcher
Carol McVicker
Christine McKiernan
Patricia Skiffington
Patrick Thomas
John and Karen O'Donnell
Jack Cover
William Wolf
Curtis and Erika Hennings
John and Roberta Sahr
Catherine Rosenberg
Wanda Alderman

Curtis and Erika Hennings

Estellita Hanson
Karen Spencer
Julia Mckinstry
Pamela Aunan

Kay Baker
Sean Mahoney
Keith Pierce
Cricket Hass
Robert Anderson
Monte Nesbit



Priest Lake Museum Spring 2025

PRIEST LAKE | The Priest Lake Museum is a volunteer 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
Our financial support comes from memberships, monetary/in-kind

M 5 E(fl M donations, and sales of Priest Lake related items. The museum is

' maintained and operated by a dedicated corps of volunteers.

Go to our website, priestlakemuseum.org, to learn more about us: about
: how to volunteer, to donate, or to renew your membership online! Or fill
70 Box 44 | Coomn, amosagz1 | 111 this form and send it to us!

Name:

Address:

City: State Zip:

Yes, sign me up as a member or renew my membership!

___Papoose Island under $25 __ Twin Islands $50 __ Four Mile $100

____ FEight Mile Island $200  ___ Kalispell Island $300  ___ Baritoe Island above $400!

Yes, I’d like to make an additional donation of $

In Memory of In Honor of

Yes, I’d like to donate to the Bismark Barn! $

NEW HOST COORDINATOR!

Let me introduce myself, my name is Shelly Tucker. I'm transitioning into Kelly Bacon-Hord’s
position as the Volunteer Host Coordinator. A huge THANK YOU to Kelly for doing such a
wonderful job. She has set the bar pretty high - I'll try my hardest.

It’s that time of the year again and we’re getting close to opening weekend. I'll be sending a sign-up
sheet to our previous hosts like Kelly did the last couple years, but I also wanted to ask a favor of all
museum patrons. Will you please help us spread the word about our need for volunteer hosts? We
would love to recruit some folks from the younger generations. My favorite thing is talking about
Priest Lake and when you host, that’s pretty much all you need to do (no other job skills required). I
also enjoy chatting with museum visitors about their own “lake stories”.

We are planning some “open house” style Q&A /host training sessions, possibly on Mondays, so
folks who are curious can come check it out before committing. We’ll be posting details on social
media so stay tuned.

Please direct anyone who might be interested in volunteering to our P.L.M. Volunteer Host
email: PLMhosts@gmail.com




Priest Lake Museum Spring 2025

Museum Days & Hours

2025 Board
Members

Kelly Bacon-Hord
Michelle Barnes
Paul Bastine
Elizabeth & Nevel Bryant
Kay Coykendall
Mike Coykendall
Patty Engle

Jim Fisher

Brent Guyer
Carlos Landa
Tom Weitz

Don Widman
Elaine Widman
Kristen Winn
Debbie Butler,
USFS Liaison
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Fighting Fires at Priest Lake for Over 100 Years

Evidence of forest fires in the Priest Lake region
dates back hundreds of years. Many of us have
heard or read about the 1910 and 1926 fires,
remember the 1967 Sundance fire, and, more
recently, the Tower fire. As summers seem to get
hotter and drier, the fires appear to grow larger and
last longer. Residents and visitors alike have faced
unhealthy smoky skies and witnessed firefighting
aircraft scooping water from the lake. The
museum’s new exhibit explores the changing how
and whys of forest fires and their management at
Priest Lake over time.

In the museum’s new exhibit, photographs, maps,
objects, and personal accounts illustrate the Priest
Lake area's landscape before settlers arrived, as well

as how the landscape has changed over time due to
forest fires and their management. The exhibit

Don’t miss our summer programs that
highlight the “Out of the Smoke” exhibit.

June 25 — Lookout Mountain Hike

July 10 — “Priest Lake Forest Fires: Yesterday through
Today” with Matt Butler

July 24 — “The 1967 Sundance Fire: A Lasting Legacy”
with Mick Schanilec

July 26 — Bismark Mule Barn Tour

August 6 — Field Trip to Priest River Experimental Forest
and Giborne Lookout
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Hello again friends of the
museum,

Another trip around the sun and
here we are getting ready for
summer season at the lake. I'm
always mindful about the
beginning, fresh new faces
starting work at the restaurants
and resorts and all the
anticipation going forward. New
friends and experiences. In just a
few months those same happy
faces will be worn from too
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“Qut of the Smoke”’
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examines major fires in the
region, including the 55,000-
acre Sundance fire. It features a
model of the Sundance lookout
cabin, complete with a fire
finder and radio, offering a
view of Priest Lake. It
compares how a wildland
firefighter dressed in the 1930s
with the gear and garments of a
modern wildland firefighter.
Visitors can observe how
smoke jumpers suit up and try
to lift a heavy smoke chaser’s
fire pack. And, of course,
Smokey Bear provides fun
interactions for kids!

The exhibit highlights how fire
detection methods, firefighting
equipment, firefighting
strategies, and the
management of forest fires
have evolved over the years as
fire managers gain insights into
fire behavior and the benefits
of fire for a healthy forest. It
focuses on how the work at
Priest Lake has contributed
nationally, including the fire
behavior research that
originated with Harry
Gisborne, the first full-time
wildfire researcher, at the
Priest River Experimental
Forest south of Coolin. Tom
Weitz and retired USFS fire
manager Matt Butler curated
the exhibit.
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Thursday
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17 Kris Runberg Smith, Priest Lake Museum Historian

Thursday
July
31

Talk — Priest Lake Elementary School @ 7:00 pm
Getting an Education at Priest Lake: A History of Schools

Michelle Barnes, Educator and Priest Lake Museum Curator

Out of the Smoke Field Trips

Wednesday
June
25

Just south of Nordman, look for the sign @ 9:00
Bismark Mule Barn Tour

A short mile hike to tour the former Bismark Ranger Station and Mule Barn
Wednesday
August




Priest Lake Museum

Spring 2025

2025 Heritage Series

Matt Butler discusses the history of Priest Lake
fires and examines how they have contributed
to evolving ideas about managing forest fires
over time on July 10. Recently retired as Fire
Management Officer for the U.S. Forest Service
on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests, Matt
helped curate the new exhibit “Out of the
Smoke.” He is recognized nationally as a fire
behavior analyst and fire management
historian. He argues, “You look at the late
1880s through 1925, you look at a fire history
map, most of the area that is in North Idaho
was touched by fire.” Matt will explain how
that has changed over time.

On July 24, Mick Schanilec talks about the
legacies of the 1967 Sundance Fire, one of the
hottest and fastest fires ever recorded. Mick, the
retired area manager for Idaho Department of
Lands at Priest Lake, discusses why the fire laid
the foundation for interagency cooperation,
strengthened Idaho’s commitment to fire
programs, and enhanced reforestation efforts.
He brings numerous images to explain the fire
and its ongoing after effects.

Matt Butler

Diamond Match Bateau on the Priest River

Mrs. Kedish’s 1975-76 Class
Priest Lake Elemetary School

Mick Schanilec

In honor of the return of the Diamond Match
Bateau to Priest Lake, museum historian Kris
Runberg Smith examines the role of the boat
during the annual Priest River log drives on July
17. Last summer, the Museum of North Idaho
approached the museum about transferring the
boat to us, but we didn’t have room. However,
the Priest Lake State Park offered a fitting home
at Indian Creek Campground, which was the
site of a Diamond Match Logging Camp until
the late 1950s.

Michelle Barnes, educator and museum curator,
looks at the challenges and rewards of getting an
education at Priest Lake on August 1. And we
will meet at the Priest Lake Elementary school
gym! Since the first settlers came in the late
1890s, Priest Lake managed to maintain schools
and teachers. But it was not always an easy feat,
balancing harsh winters, isolated working
conditions, and a fluid number of pupils.
Michelle will share how these schools defined
community for generations.
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BringingrbackitheBanrn
Restoring the Bismark Mule Barn

As forest fires burned through Idaho in 1910,
the Priest Lake rangers created a corral on the
edge of Bismark Meadow for pack trains
heading up lake. The Forest Service added a
mule barn when it expanded the Bismark
Ranger Station in 1919. The log building
featured stalls, a place for the tackle, and a
second floor with a cistern and hay loft. Over
the next 60 years, generations of pack trains
left the barn bringing supplies to the lookouts
and support for firefighters. Even after 1963,
when the new Priest Lake Ranger Station
opened on Highway 57, the mules still
occupied the barn during the summer.
However, by the late 1970s, the barn was
empty, becoming one of the few buildings left
standing at the old Bismark Ranger Station.

When Kristen Winn first visited the
collapsing barn several years ago, she saw
Priest Lake history that needed to be
preserved. As a Priest Lake Museum board
member, she began discussions with the
Forest Service and assembled a team of
skilled individuals to save the barn. The team
faced many hurdles. For example, work could
not be done in the spring and fall since the
meadow is a Grizzly Bear Management Unit.
The Forest Service, confronted with a backlog
of projects and a shrinking staff, had other
priorities. Moreover, the project needed
funding—Ilots of funding—so Kristen wrote
grants, lots of grants.

The committee’s efforts are coming together.
Last July, the Idaho Heritage Trust provided
a consultant grant to assess the barn and map
out the project steps. The Forest Service
permitted the road to be cleared and the

heavy cistern removed. The committee
documented the current structure with care.
This spring, the barn received grants from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Idaho Heritage Trust, with several grant
applications pending.

To learn more about this project, look for us
on May 24 at the Priest Lake Spring Festival
Parade in Coolin and cheer on the Museum's
"barn float" made up of mules ridden by
members of the Priest River Valley Back
Country Horsemen. Also, join us on July 26
for a talk and tour of the site. You can walk in
about a mile, or you can drive to the site. The
grants we have received need to be matched,
dollar for dollar, so please consider making a
donation to the museum in support of the
mule barn restoration project.
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interpretative panels are ready to go, and museum
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waterfront for the next steps and the museum website for
the date and time of the Coolin Kiosk’s unveiling!
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NEW HOST COORDINATOR!

Let me introduce myself, my name is Shelly Tucker. I'm transitioning into Kelly Bacon-Hord’s
position as the Volunteer Host Coordinator. A huge THANK YOU to Kelly for doing such a
wonderful job. She has set the bar pretty high - I'll try my hardest.

It’s that time of the year again and we’re getting close to opening weekend. I'll be sending a sign-up
sheet to our previous hosts like Kelly did the last couple years, but I also wanted to ask a favor of all
museum patrons. Will you please help us spread the word about our need for volunteer hosts? We
would love to recruit some folks from the younger generations. My favorite thing is talking about
Priest Lake and when you host, that’s pretty much all you need to do (no other job skills required). I
also enjoy chatting with museum visitors about their own “lake stories”.

We are planning some “open house” style Q&A /host training sessions, possibly on Mondays, so
folks who are curious can come check it out before committing. We’ll be posting details on social
media so stay tuned.

Please direct anyone who might be interested in volunteering to our P.L.M. Volunteer Host
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heard or read about the 1910 and 1926 fires,
remember the 1967 Sundance fire, and, more
recently, the Tower fire. As summers seem to get
hotter and drier, the fires appear to grow larger and
last longer. Residents and visitors alike have faced
unhealthy smoky skies and witnessed firefighting
aircraft scooping water from the lake. The
museum’s new exhibit explores the changing how
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objects, and personal accounts illustrate the Priest
Lake area's landscape before settlers arrived, as well
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Don’t miss our summer programs that
highlight the “Out of the Smoke” exhibit.
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July 10 — “Priest Lake Forest Fires: Yesterday through
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anticipation going forward. New
friends and experiences. In just a
few months those same happy
faces will be worn from too
many shifts and too much fun
and the good byes will start as we
cycle through 2025.

The museum is undergoing a
similar cycle: grounds clean up
from the winter storms, spring
cleaning the inside, coordinating
volunteers and planning for the
future.

Looking back at 2024 we've
accomplished many tasks our
board set out for us.

Number 1: Finishing the Coolin
Kiosk, Jeanie Tomlin and Pam
Martin's dream of over a decade
ago.

Number 2: Bringing the
Bismark Barn project out of
the planning stage and into
actual restoration, again from
the wish list of board
members gone bye.

Number 3: Creating an
administrative position to
coordinate museum activities.
Our Board of Directors has
been a great help with new
committees and assignments.

We're also looking for some
fresh new faces. We have a
few board members retiring in
September when their terms
expire and, as usual, we need
volunteers to help staff the
building when it's open.

See you at the lake,
Carlos

The Priest Lake Museum Association
was founded to preserve and promote
the rich heritage of the surrounding

region. This newsletter is published
annually.

Spring 2025

“Qut of the Smoke”’
continued from page 1

examines major fires in the
region, including the 55,000-
acre Sundance fire. It features a
model of the Sundance lookout
cabin, complete with a fire
finder and radio, offering a
view of Priest Lake. It
compares how a wildland
firefighter dressed in the 1930s
with the gear and garments of a
modern wildland firefighter.
Visitors can observe how
smoke jumpers suit up and try
to lift a heavy smoke chaser’s
fire pack. And, of course,
Smokey Bear provides fun
interactions for kids!

The exhibit highlights how fire
detection methods, firefighting
equipment, firefighting
strategies, and the
management of forest fires
have evolved over the years as
fire managers gain insights into
fire behavior and the benefits
of fire for a healthy forest. It
focuses on how the work at
Priest Lake has contributed
nationally, including the fire
behavior research that
originated with Harry
Gisborne, the first full-time
wildfire researcher, at the
Priest River Experimental
Forest south of Coolin. Tom
Weitz and retired USFS fire
manager Matt Butler curated
the exhibit.




Priest Lake Museum Spring 2025

Heritage Series Schedule

Thursday
Talk — The Inn at Priest Lake (Coolin) @ 7:00 pm

Ju—l ° ° ° ° °
y The Bateau, River Pigs, and Priest River Log Drives
17 Kris Runberg Smith, Priest Lake Museum Historian

Thursday
July
31

Talk — Priest Lake Elementary School @ 7:00 pm
Getting an Education at Priest Lake: A History of Schools

Michelle Barnes, Educator and Priest Lake Museum Curator

Out of the Smoke Field Trips

Wednesday
June
25

Just south of Nordman, look for the sign @ 9:00
Bismark Mule Barn Tour

A short mile hike to tour the former Bismark Ranger Station and Mule Barn
Wednesday
August




Priest Lake Museum

Spring 2025

2025 Heritage Series

Matt Butler discusses the history of Priest Lake
fires and examines how they have contributed
to evolving ideas about managing forest fires
over time on July 10. Recently retired as Fire
Management Officer for the U.S. Forest Service
on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests, Matt
helped curate the new exhibit “Out of the
Smoke.” He is recognized nationally as a fire
behavior analyst and fire management
historian. He argues, “You look at the late
1880s through 1925, you look at a fire history
map, most of the area that is in North Idaho
was touched by fire.” Matt will explain how
that has changed over time.

On July 24, Mick Schanilec talks about the
legacies of the 1967 Sundance Fire, one of the
hottest and fastest fires ever recorded. Mick, the
retired area manager for Idaho Department of
Lands at Priest Lake, discusses why the fire laid
the foundation for interagency cooperation,
strengthened Idaho’s commitment to fire
programs, and enhanced reforestation efforts.
He brings numerous images to explain the fire
and its ongoing after effects.

Matt Butler

Diamond Match Bateau on the Priest River

Mrs. Kedish’s 1975-76 Class
Priest Lake Elemetary School

Mick Schanilec

In honor of the return of the Diamond Match
Bateau to Priest Lake, museum historian Kris
Runberg Smith examines the role of the boat
during the annual Priest River log drives on July
17. Last summer, the Museum of North Idaho
approached the museum about transferring the
boat to us, but we didn’t have room. However,
the Priest Lake State Park offered a fitting home
at Indian Creek Campground, which was the
site of a Diamond Match Logging Camp until
the late 1950s.

Michelle Barnes, educator and museum curator,
looks at the challenges and rewards of getting an
education at Priest Lake on August 1. And we
will meet at the Priest Lake Elementary school
gym! Since the first settlers came in the late
1890s, Priest Lake managed to maintain schools
and teachers. But it was not always an easy feat,
balancing harsh winters, isolated working
conditions, and a fluid number of pupils.
Michelle will share how these schools defined
community for generations.
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Spring 2025

BringingrbackitheBanrn
Restoring the Bismark Mule Barn

As forest fires burned through Idaho in 1910,
the Priest Lake rangers created a corral on the
edge of Bismark Meadow for pack trains
heading up lake. The Forest Service added a
mule barn when it expanded the Bismark
Ranger Station in 1919. The log building
featured stalls, a place for the tackle, and a
second floor with a cistern and hay loft. Over
the next 60 years, generations of pack trains
left the barn bringing supplies to the lookouts
and support for firefighters. Even after 1963,
when the new Priest Lake Ranger Station
opened on Highway 57, the mules still
occupied the barn during the summer.
However, by the late 1970s, the barn was
empty, becoming one of the few buildings left
standing at the old Bismark Ranger Station.

When Kristen Winn first visited the
collapsing barn several years ago, she saw
Priest Lake history that needed to be
preserved. As a Priest Lake Museum board
member, she began discussions with the
Forest Service and assembled a team of
skilled individuals to save the barn. The team
faced many hurdles. For example, work could
not be done in the spring and fall since the
meadow is a Grizzly Bear Management Unit.
The Forest Service, confronted with a backlog
of projects and a shrinking staff, had other
priorities. Moreover, the project needed
funding—Ilots of funding—so Kristen wrote
grants, lots of grants.

The committee’s efforts are coming together.
Last July, the Idaho Heritage Trust provided
a consultant grant to assess the barn and map
out the project steps. The Forest Service
permitted the road to be cleared and the

heavy cistern removed. The committee
documented the current structure with care.
This spring, the barn received grants from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Idaho Heritage Trust, with several grant
applications pending.

To learn more about this project, look for us
on May 24 at the Priest Lake Spring Festival
Parade in Coolin and cheer on the Museum's
"barn float" made up of mules ridden by
members of the Priest River Valley Back
Country Horsemen. Also, join us on July 26
for a talk and tour of the site. You can walk in
about a mile, or you can drive to the site. The
grants we have received need to be matched,
dollar for dollar, so please consider making a
donation to the museum in support of the
mule barn restoration project.
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Coolin Kiosk Big Thanks!

M i

Bill and Cheryl Papesh
Charles Greco
Nevin and Elizabeth Bryant
Scott and Vicki Jones
East River Plumbing
Dan and Shana Garske
PL Built
Danette Ulrich
Robert Bond
Kay Carnes
David Helsby
Dee and Mary McGonigle
Doni and Brent Guyer
Jack Simpson
In memory of Claude & Catherine
Simpson
Dana and Kathie Zentz
Gini Cunningham
Carol Rutherford
Kris Runberg Smith
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bill Jacky
Tom and Anne Weitz
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bob and Janet Davis
Maggie and Lon Drummond
Mary and Wally Driscoll
Lu Loree
Mary Ziegler
Pancho and Penny Landa
Bob and Barb Stutz

The Priest Lake Museum is grateful for your support of
the Coolin Kiosk! Longtime supporters and many new
friends brought this important project to fruition after 15
years of effort. The kiosk footings are poured, the
interpretative panels are ready to go, and museum
president and project manager Carlos Landa expects the
structure to be installed by July. So watch the Coolin
waterfront for the next steps and the museum website for
the date and time of the Coolin Kiosk’s unveiling!

Mark and Valerie Sonderen
James Brown
Jon Muralt
Mike and Susie Luckey
In memory of Arlie Sue Hagman
Chris and Holly Knapp
Teresa Landa and Ryan Crocker
Nancy Stiles
Judy Klos
Alan and Jane Stanford
Terry and Cindy Dick
Carol Sayles Rydbom
Joan Smith
Vince and Janice Aguirre
Martin and Carol Stacey
Danny Bowling
David Patton
Daniela Constable
Siri Moss
Cory Kowalik
C&C Yard Care
William Wolf
Randy and Janet McNeice
Curtis and Erika Hennings
Mary Morgan
In memory of Bob Morgan
Patty Engle
Gary Weber
Terry Dick
Mary Ann Rutherford
Connie and Dan Hungate
Roy and Donna Larson
Deb and Kevin Strait
Nadine Finley
Mary White

James and Janet Pittmann
Trudy Atkinson
Julie Westbrook

Susan Eugster
John Siegfried
Eric and Andrea Benson
Dennis Horlacher
Earle and Judy Ruddach
Eric Holt
Carolyn Pilcher
Carol McVicker
Christine McKiernan
Patricia Skiffington
Patrick Thomas
John and Karen O'Donnell
Jack Cover
William Wolf
Curtis and Erika Hennings
John and Roberta Sahr
Catherine Rosenberg
Wanda Alderman

Curtis and Erika Hennings

Estellita Hanson
Karen Spencer
Julia Mckinstry
Pamela Aunan

Kay Baker
Sean Mahoney
Keith Pierce
Cricket Hass
Robert Anderson
Monte Nesbit
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PRIEST LAKE | The Priest Lake Museum is a volunteer 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
Our financial support comes from memberships, monetary/in-kind

M 5 E(fl M donations, and sales of Priest Lake related items. The museum is

' maintained and operated by a dedicated corps of volunteers.

Go to our website, priestlakemuseum.org, to learn more about us: about
: how to volunteer, to donate, or to renew your membership online! Or fill
70 Box 44 | Coomn, amosagz1 | 111 this form and send it to us!

Name:

Address:

City: State Zip:

Yes, sign me up as a member or renew my membership!

___Papoose Island under $25 __ Twin Islands $50 __ Four Mile $100

____ FEight Mile Island $200  ___ Kalispell Island $300  ___ Baritoe Island above $400!

Yes, I’d like to make an additional donation of $

In Memory of In Honor of

Yes, I’d like to donate to the Bismark Barn! $

NEW HOST COORDINATOR!

Let me introduce myself, my name is Shelly Tucker. I'm transitioning into Kelly Bacon-Hord’s
position as the Volunteer Host Coordinator. A huge THANK YOU to Kelly for doing such a
wonderful job. She has set the bar pretty high - I'll try my hardest.

It’s that time of the year again and we’re getting close to opening weekend. I'll be sending a sign-up
sheet to our previous hosts like Kelly did the last couple years, but I also wanted to ask a favor of all
museum patrons. Will you please help us spread the word about our need for volunteer hosts? We
would love to recruit some folks from the younger generations. My favorite thing is talking about
Priest Lake and when you host, that’s pretty much all you need to do (no other job skills required). I
also enjoy chatting with museum visitors about their own “lake stories”.

We are planning some “open house” style Q&A /host training sessions, possibly on Mondays, so
folks who are curious can come check it out before committing. We’ll be posting details on social
media so stay tuned.

Please direct anyone who might be interested in volunteering to our P.L.M. Volunteer Host
email: PLMhosts@gmail.com
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Museum Days & Hours

2025 Board
Members

Kelly Bacon-Hord
Michelle Barnes
Paul Bastine
Elizabeth & Nevel Bryant
Kay Coykendall
Mike Coykendall
Patty Engle

Jim Fisher

Brent Guyer
Carlos Landa
Tom Weitz

Don Widman
Elaine Widman
Kristen Winn
Debbie Butler,
USFS Liaison
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Priest Lake Museum
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Fighting Fires at Priest Lake for Over 100 Years

Evidence of forest fires in the Priest Lake region
dates back hundreds of years. Many of us have
heard or read about the 1910 and 1926 fires,
remember the 1967 Sundance fire, and, more
recently, the Tower fire. As summers seem to get
hotter and drier, the fires appear to grow larger and
last longer. Residents and visitors alike have faced
unhealthy smoky skies and witnessed firefighting
aircraft scooping water from the lake. The
museum’s new exhibit explores the changing how
and whys of forest fires and their management at
Priest Lake over time.

In the museum’s new exhibit, photographs, maps,
objects, and personal accounts illustrate the Priest
Lake area's landscape before settlers arrived, as well

as how the landscape has changed over time due to
forest fires and their management. The exhibit

Don’t miss our summer programs that
highlight the “Out of the Smoke” exhibit.

June 25 — Lookout Mountain Hike

July 10 — “Priest Lake Forest Fires: Yesterday through
Today” with Matt Butler

July 24 — “The 1967 Sundance Fire: A Lasting Legacy”
with Mick Schanilec

July 26 — Bismark Mule Barn Tour

August 6 — Field Trip to Priest River Experimental Forest
and Giborne Lookout

Continues on page 2



Priest Lake Museum

Hello Again Friends

Hello again friends of the
museum,

Another trip around the sun and
here we are getting ready for
summer season at the lake. I'm
always mindful about the
beginning, fresh new faces
starting work at the restaurants
and resorts and all the
anticipation going forward. New
friends and experiences. In just a
few months those same happy
faces will be worn from too
many shifts and too much fun
and the good byes will start as we
cycle through 2025.

The museum is undergoing a
similar cycle: grounds clean up
from the winter storms, spring
cleaning the inside, coordinating
volunteers and planning for the
future.

Looking back at 2024 we've
accomplished many tasks our
board set out for us.

Number 1: Finishing the Coolin
Kiosk, Jeanie Tomlin and Pam
Martin's dream of over a decade
ago.

Number 2: Bringing the
Bismark Barn project out of
the planning stage and into
actual restoration, again from
the wish list of board
members gone bye.

Number 3: Creating an
administrative position to
coordinate museum activities.
Our Board of Directors has
been a great help with new
committees and assignments.

We're also looking for some
fresh new faces. We have a
few board members retiring in
September when their terms
expire and, as usual, we need
volunteers to help staff the
building when it's open.

See you at the lake,
Carlos

The Priest Lake Museum Association
was founded to preserve and promote
the rich heritage of the surrounding

region. This newsletter is published
annually.

Spring 2025

“Qut of the Smoke”’
continued from page 1

examines major fires in the
region, including the 55,000-
acre Sundance fire. It features a
model of the Sundance lookout
cabin, complete with a fire
finder and radio, offering a
view of Priest Lake. It
compares how a wildland
firefighter dressed in the 1930s
with the gear and garments of a
modern wildland firefighter.
Visitors can observe how
smoke jumpers suit up and try
to lift a heavy smoke chaser’s
fire pack. And, of course,
Smokey Bear provides fun
interactions for kids!

The exhibit highlights how fire
detection methods, firefighting
equipment, firefighting
strategies, and the
management of forest fires
have evolved over the years as
fire managers gain insights into
fire behavior and the benefits
of fire for a healthy forest. It
focuses on how the work at
Priest Lake has contributed
nationally, including the fire
behavior research that
originated with Harry
Gisborne, the first full-time
wildfire researcher, at the
Priest River Experimental
Forest south of Coolin. Tom
Weitz and retired USFS fire
manager Matt Butler curated
the exhibit.
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Heritage Series Schedule

Thursday
Talk — The Inn at Priest Lake (Coolin) @ 7:00 pm

Ju—l ° ° ° ° °
y The Bateau, River Pigs, and Priest River Log Drives
17 Kris Runberg Smith, Priest Lake Museum Historian

Thursday
July
31

Talk — Priest Lake Elementary School @ 7:00 pm
Getting an Education at Priest Lake: A History of Schools

Michelle Barnes, Educator and Priest Lake Museum Curator

Out of the Smoke Field Trips

Wednesday
June
25

Just south of Nordman, look for the sign @ 9:00
Bismark Mule Barn Tour

A short mile hike to tour the former Bismark Ranger Station and Mule Barn
Wednesday
August




Priest Lake Museum

Spring 2025

2025 Heritage Series

Matt Butler discusses the history of Priest Lake
fires and examines how they have contributed
to evolving ideas about managing forest fires
over time on July 10. Recently retired as Fire
Management Officer for the U.S. Forest Service
on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests, Matt
helped curate the new exhibit “Out of the
Smoke.” He is recognized nationally as a fire
behavior analyst and fire management
historian. He argues, “You look at the late
1880s through 1925, you look at a fire history
map, most of the area that is in North Idaho
was touched by fire.” Matt will explain how
that has changed over time.

On July 24, Mick Schanilec talks about the
legacies of the 1967 Sundance Fire, one of the
hottest and fastest fires ever recorded. Mick, the
retired area manager for Idaho Department of
Lands at Priest Lake, discusses why the fire laid
the foundation for interagency cooperation,
strengthened Idaho’s commitment to fire
programs, and enhanced reforestation efforts.
He brings numerous images to explain the fire
and its ongoing after effects.

Matt Butler

Diamond Match Bateau on the Priest River

Mrs. Kedish’s 1975-76 Class
Priest Lake Elemetary School

Mick Schanilec

In honor of the return of the Diamond Match
Bateau to Priest Lake, museum historian Kris
Runberg Smith examines the role of the boat
during the annual Priest River log drives on July
17. Last summer, the Museum of North Idaho
approached the museum about transferring the
boat to us, but we didn’t have room. However,
the Priest Lake State Park offered a fitting home
at Indian Creek Campground, which was the
site of a Diamond Match Logging Camp until
the late 1950s.

Michelle Barnes, educator and museum curator,
looks at the challenges and rewards of getting an
education at Priest Lake on August 1. And we
will meet at the Priest Lake Elementary school
gym! Since the first settlers came in the late
1890s, Priest Lake managed to maintain schools
and teachers. But it was not always an easy feat,
balancing harsh winters, isolated working
conditions, and a fluid number of pupils.
Michelle will share how these schools defined
community for generations.
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BringingrbackitheBanrn
Restoring the Bismark Mule Barn

As forest fires burned through Idaho in 1910,
the Priest Lake rangers created a corral on the
edge of Bismark Meadow for pack trains
heading up lake. The Forest Service added a
mule barn when it expanded the Bismark
Ranger Station in 1919. The log building
featured stalls, a place for the tackle, and a
second floor with a cistern and hay loft. Over
the next 60 years, generations of pack trains
left the barn bringing supplies to the lookouts
and support for firefighters. Even after 1963,
when the new Priest Lake Ranger Station
opened on Highway 57, the mules still
occupied the barn during the summer.
However, by the late 1970s, the barn was
empty, becoming one of the few buildings left
standing at the old Bismark Ranger Station.

When Kristen Winn first visited the
collapsing barn several years ago, she saw
Priest Lake history that needed to be
preserved. As a Priest Lake Museum board
member, she began discussions with the
Forest Service and assembled a team of
skilled individuals to save the barn. The team
faced many hurdles. For example, work could
not be done in the spring and fall since the
meadow is a Grizzly Bear Management Unit.
The Forest Service, confronted with a backlog
of projects and a shrinking staff, had other
priorities. Moreover, the project needed
funding—Ilots of funding—so Kristen wrote
grants, lots of grants.

The committee’s efforts are coming together.
Last July, the Idaho Heritage Trust provided
a consultant grant to assess the barn and map
out the project steps. The Forest Service
permitted the road to be cleared and the

heavy cistern removed. The committee
documented the current structure with care.
This spring, the barn received grants from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Idaho Heritage Trust, with several grant
applications pending.

To learn more about this project, look for us
on May 24 at the Priest Lake Spring Festival
Parade in Coolin and cheer on the Museum's
"barn float" made up of mules ridden by
members of the Priest River Valley Back
Country Horsemen. Also, join us on July 26
for a talk and tour of the site. You can walk in
about a mile, or you can drive to the site. The
grants we have received need to be matched,
dollar for dollar, so please consider making a
donation to the museum in support of the
mule barn restoration project.
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Coolin Kiosk Big Thanks!

M i

Bill and Cheryl Papesh
Charles Greco
Nevin and Elizabeth Bryant
Scott and Vicki Jones
East River Plumbing
Dan and Shana Garske
PL Built
Danette Ulrich
Robert Bond
Kay Carnes
David Helsby
Dee and Mary McGonigle
Doni and Brent Guyer
Jack Simpson
In memory of Claude & Catherine
Simpson
Dana and Kathie Zentz
Gini Cunningham
Carol Rutherford
Kris Runberg Smith
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bill Jacky
Tom and Anne Weitz
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bob and Janet Davis
Maggie and Lon Drummond
Mary and Wally Driscoll
Lu Loree
Mary Ziegler
Pancho and Penny Landa
Bob and Barb Stutz

The Priest Lake Museum is grateful for your support of
the Coolin Kiosk! Longtime supporters and many new
friends brought this important project to fruition after 15
years of effort. The kiosk footings are poured, the
interpretative panels are ready to go, and museum
president and project manager Carlos Landa expects the
structure to be installed by July. So watch the Coolin
waterfront for the next steps and the museum website for
the date and time of the Coolin Kiosk’s unveiling!

Mark and Valerie Sonderen
James Brown
Jon Muralt
Mike and Susie Luckey
In memory of Arlie Sue Hagman
Chris and Holly Knapp
Teresa Landa and Ryan Crocker
Nancy Stiles
Judy Klos
Alan and Jane Stanford
Terry and Cindy Dick
Carol Sayles Rydbom
Joan Smith
Vince and Janice Aguirre
Martin and Carol Stacey
Danny Bowling
David Patton
Daniela Constable
Siri Moss
Cory Kowalik
C&C Yard Care
William Wolf
Randy and Janet McNeice
Curtis and Erika Hennings
Mary Morgan
In memory of Bob Morgan
Patty Engle
Gary Weber
Terry Dick
Mary Ann Rutherford
Connie and Dan Hungate
Roy and Donna Larson
Deb and Kevin Strait
Nadine Finley
Mary White

James and Janet Pittmann
Trudy Atkinson
Julie Westbrook

Susan Eugster
John Siegfried
Eric and Andrea Benson
Dennis Horlacher
Earle and Judy Ruddach
Eric Holt
Carolyn Pilcher
Carol McVicker
Christine McKiernan
Patricia Skiffington
Patrick Thomas
John and Karen O'Donnell
Jack Cover
William Wolf
Curtis and Erika Hennings
John and Roberta Sahr
Catherine Rosenberg
Wanda Alderman

Curtis and Erika Hennings

Estellita Hanson
Karen Spencer
Julia Mckinstry
Pamela Aunan

Kay Baker
Sean Mahoney
Keith Pierce
Cricket Hass
Robert Anderson
Monte Nesbit
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PRIEST LAKE | The Priest Lake Museum is a volunteer 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
Our financial support comes from memberships, monetary/in-kind

M 5 E(fl M donations, and sales of Priest Lake related items. The museum is

' maintained and operated by a dedicated corps of volunteers.

Go to our website, priestlakemuseum.org, to learn more about us: about
: how to volunteer, to donate, or to renew your membership online! Or fill
70 Box 44 | Coomn, amosagz1 | 111 this form and send it to us!

Name:

Address:

City: State Zip:

Yes, sign me up as a member or renew my membership!

___Papoose Island under $25 __ Twin Islands $50 __ Four Mile $100

____ FEight Mile Island $200  ___ Kalispell Island $300  ___ Baritoe Island above $400!

Yes, I’d like to make an additional donation of $

In Memory of In Honor of

Yes, I’d like to donate to the Bismark Barn! $

NEW HOST COORDINATOR!

Let me introduce myself, my name is Shelly Tucker. I'm transitioning into Kelly Bacon-Hord’s
position as the Volunteer Host Coordinator. A huge THANK YOU to Kelly for doing such a
wonderful job. She has set the bar pretty high - I'll try my hardest.

It’s that time of the year again and we’re getting close to opening weekend. I'll be sending a sign-up
sheet to our previous hosts like Kelly did the last couple years, but I also wanted to ask a favor of all
museum patrons. Will you please help us spread the word about our need for volunteer hosts? We
would love to recruit some folks from the younger generations. My favorite thing is talking about
Priest Lake and when you host, that’s pretty much all you need to do (no other job skills required). I
also enjoy chatting with museum visitors about their own “lake stories”.

We are planning some “open house” style Q&A /host training sessions, possibly on Mondays, so
folks who are curious can come check it out before committing. We’ll be posting details on social
media so stay tuned.

Please direct anyone who might be interested in volunteering to our P.L.M. Volunteer Host
email: PLMhosts@gmail.com
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Members

Kelly Bacon-Hord
Michelle Barnes
Paul Bastine
Elizabeth & Nevel Bryant
Kay Coykendall
Mike Coykendall
Patty Engle

Jim Fisher

Brent Guyer
Carlos Landa
Tom Weitz

Don Widman
Elaine Widman
Kristen Winn
Debbie Butler,
USFS Liaison
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Fighting Fires at Priest Lake for Over 100 Years

Evidence of forest fires in the Priest Lake region
dates back hundreds of years. Many of us have
heard or read about the 1910 and 1926 fires,
remember the 1967 Sundance fire, and, more
recently, the Tower fire. As summers seem to get
hotter and drier, the fires appear to grow larger and
last longer. Residents and visitors alike have faced
unhealthy smoky skies and witnessed firefighting
aircraft scooping water from the lake. The
museum’s new exhibit explores the changing how
and whys of forest fires and their management at
Priest Lake over time.

In the museum’s new exhibit, photographs, maps,
objects, and personal accounts illustrate the Priest
Lake area's landscape before settlers arrived, as well

as how the landscape has changed over time due to
forest fires and their management. The exhibit

Don’t miss our summer programs that
highlight the “Out of the Smoke” exhibit.

June 25 — Lookout Mountain Hike

July 10 — “Priest Lake Forest Fires: Yesterday through
Today” with Matt Butler

July 24 — “The 1967 Sundance Fire: A Lasting Legacy”
with Mick Schanilec

July 26 — Bismark Mule Barn Tour

August 6 — Field Trip to Priest River Experimental Forest
and Giborne Lookout

Continues on page 2



Priest Lake Museum

Hello Again Friends

Hello again friends of the
museum,

Another trip around the sun and
here we are getting ready for
summer season at the lake. I'm
always mindful about the
beginning, fresh new faces
starting work at the restaurants
and resorts and all the
anticipation going forward. New
friends and experiences. In just a
few months those same happy
faces will be worn from too
many shifts and too much fun
and the good byes will start as we
cycle through 2025.

The museum is undergoing a
similar cycle: grounds clean up
from the winter storms, spring
cleaning the inside, coordinating
volunteers and planning for the
future.

Looking back at 2024 we've
accomplished many tasks our
board set out for us.

Number 1: Finishing the Coolin
Kiosk, Jeanie Tomlin and Pam
Martin's dream of over a decade
ago.

Number 2: Bringing the
Bismark Barn project out of
the planning stage and into
actual restoration, again from
the wish list of board
members gone bye.

Number 3: Creating an
administrative position to
coordinate museum activities.
Our Board of Directors has
been a great help with new
committees and assignments.

We're also looking for some
fresh new faces. We have a
few board members retiring in
September when their terms
expire and, as usual, we need
volunteers to help staff the
building when it's open.

See you at the lake,
Carlos

The Priest Lake Museum Association
was founded to preserve and promote
the rich heritage of the surrounding

region. This newsletter is published
annually.

Spring 2025

“Qut of the Smoke”’
continued from page 1

examines major fires in the
region, including the 55,000-
acre Sundance fire. It features a
model of the Sundance lookout
cabin, complete with a fire
finder and radio, offering a
view of Priest Lake. It
compares how a wildland
firefighter dressed in the 1930s
with the gear and garments of a
modern wildland firefighter.
Visitors can observe how
smoke jumpers suit up and try
to lift a heavy smoke chaser’s
fire pack. And, of course,
Smokey Bear provides fun
interactions for kids!

The exhibit highlights how fire
detection methods, firefighting
equipment, firefighting
strategies, and the
management of forest fires
have evolved over the years as
fire managers gain insights into
fire behavior and the benefits
of fire for a healthy forest. It
focuses on how the work at
Priest Lake has contributed
nationally, including the fire
behavior research that
originated with Harry
Gisborne, the first full-time
wildfire researcher, at the
Priest River Experimental
Forest south of Coolin. Tom
Weitz and retired USFS fire
manager Matt Butler curated
the exhibit.
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Heritage Series Schedule

Thursday
Talk — The Inn at Priest Lake (Coolin) @ 7:00 pm

Ju—l ° ° ° ° °
y The Bateau, River Pigs, and Priest River Log Drives
17 Kris Runberg Smith, Priest Lake Museum Historian

Thursday
July
31

Talk — Priest Lake Elementary School @ 7:00 pm
Getting an Education at Priest Lake: A History of Schools

Michelle Barnes, Educator and Priest Lake Museum Curator

Out of the Smoke Field Trips

Wednesday
June
25

Just south of Nordman, look for the sign @ 9:00
Bismark Mule Barn Tour

A short mile hike to tour the former Bismark Ranger Station and Mule Barn
Wednesday
August
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2025 Heritage Series

Matt Butler discusses the history of Priest Lake
fires and examines how they have contributed
to evolving ideas about managing forest fires
over time on July 10. Recently retired as Fire
Management Officer for the U.S. Forest Service
on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests, Matt
helped curate the new exhibit “Out of the
Smoke.” He is recognized nationally as a fire
behavior analyst and fire management
historian. He argues, “You look at the late
1880s through 1925, you look at a fire history
map, most of the area that is in North Idaho
was touched by fire.” Matt will explain how
that has changed over time.

On July 24, Mick Schanilec talks about the
legacies of the 1967 Sundance Fire, one of the
hottest and fastest fires ever recorded. Mick, the
retired area manager for Idaho Department of
Lands at Priest Lake, discusses why the fire laid
the foundation for interagency cooperation,
strengthened Idaho’s commitment to fire
programs, and enhanced reforestation efforts.
He brings numerous images to explain the fire
and its ongoing after effects.

Matt Butler

Diamond Match Bateau on the Priest River

Mrs. Kedish’s 1975-76 Class
Priest Lake Elemetary School

Mick Schanilec

In honor of the return of the Diamond Match
Bateau to Priest Lake, museum historian Kris
Runberg Smith examines the role of the boat
during the annual Priest River log drives on July
17. Last summer, the Museum of North Idaho
approached the museum about transferring the
boat to us, but we didn’t have room. However,
the Priest Lake State Park offered a fitting home
at Indian Creek Campground, which was the
site of a Diamond Match Logging Camp until
the late 1950s.

Michelle Barnes, educator and museum curator,
looks at the challenges and rewards of getting an
education at Priest Lake on August 1. And we
will meet at the Priest Lake Elementary school
gym! Since the first settlers came in the late
1890s, Priest Lake managed to maintain schools
and teachers. But it was not always an easy feat,
balancing harsh winters, isolated working
conditions, and a fluid number of pupils.
Michelle will share how these schools defined
community for generations.
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BringingrbackitheBanrn
Restoring the Bismark Mule Barn

As forest fires burned through Idaho in 1910,
the Priest Lake rangers created a corral on the
edge of Bismark Meadow for pack trains
heading up lake. The Forest Service added a
mule barn when it expanded the Bismark
Ranger Station in 1919. The log building
featured stalls, a place for the tackle, and a
second floor with a cistern and hay loft. Over
the next 60 years, generations of pack trains
left the barn bringing supplies to the lookouts
and support for firefighters. Even after 1963,
when the new Priest Lake Ranger Station
opened on Highway 57, the mules still
occupied the barn during the summer.
However, by the late 1970s, the barn was
empty, becoming one of the few buildings left
standing at the old Bismark Ranger Station.

When Kristen Winn first visited the
collapsing barn several years ago, she saw
Priest Lake history that needed to be
preserved. As a Priest Lake Museum board
member, she began discussions with the
Forest Service and assembled a team of
skilled individuals to save the barn. The team
faced many hurdles. For example, work could
not be done in the spring and fall since the
meadow is a Grizzly Bear Management Unit.
The Forest Service, confronted with a backlog
of projects and a shrinking staff, had other
priorities. Moreover, the project needed
funding—Ilots of funding—so Kristen wrote
grants, lots of grants.

The committee’s efforts are coming together.
Last July, the Idaho Heritage Trust provided
a consultant grant to assess the barn and map
out the project steps. The Forest Service
permitted the road to be cleared and the

heavy cistern removed. The committee
documented the current structure with care.
This spring, the barn received grants from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Idaho Heritage Trust, with several grant
applications pending.

To learn more about this project, look for us
on May 24 at the Priest Lake Spring Festival
Parade in Coolin and cheer on the Museum's
"barn float" made up of mules ridden by
members of the Priest River Valley Back
Country Horsemen. Also, join us on July 26
for a talk and tour of the site. You can walk in
about a mile, or you can drive to the site. The
grants we have received need to be matched,
dollar for dollar, so please consider making a
donation to the museum in support of the
mule barn restoration project.

B 0
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Coolin Kiosk Big Thanks!

M i

Bill and Cheryl Papesh
Charles Greco
Nevin and Elizabeth Bryant
Scott and Vicki Jones
East River Plumbing
Dan and Shana Garske
PL Built
Danette Ulrich
Robert Bond
Kay Carnes
David Helsby
Dee and Mary McGonigle
Doni and Brent Guyer
Jack Simpson
In memory of Claude & Catherine
Simpson
Dana and Kathie Zentz
Gini Cunningham
Carol Rutherford
Kris Runberg Smith
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bill Jacky
Tom and Anne Weitz
In memory of Jeanne Tomlin
Bob and Janet Davis
Maggie and Lon Drummond
Mary and Wally Driscoll
Lu Loree
Mary Ziegler
Pancho and Penny Landa
Bob and Barb Stutz

The Priest Lake Museum is grateful for your support of
the Coolin Kiosk! Longtime supporters and many new
friends brought this important project to fruition after 15
years of effort. The kiosk footings are poured, the
interpretative panels are ready to go, and museum
president and project manager Carlos Landa expects the
structure to be installed by July. So watch the Coolin
waterfront for the next steps and the museum website for
the date and time of the Coolin Kiosk’s unveiling!

Mark and Valerie Sonderen
James Brown
Jon Muralt
Mike and Susie Luckey
In memory of Arlie Sue Hagman
Chris and Holly Knapp
Teresa Landa and Ryan Crocker
Nancy Stiles
Judy Klos
Alan and Jane Stanford
Terry and Cindy Dick
Carol Sayles Rydbom
Joan Smith
Vince and Janice Aguirre
Martin and Carol Stacey
Danny Bowling
David Patton
Daniela Constable
Siri Moss
Cory Kowalik
C&C Yard Care
William Wolf
Randy and Janet McNeice
Curtis and Erika Hennings
Mary Morgan
In memory of Bob Morgan
Patty Engle
Gary Weber
Terry Dick
Mary Ann Rutherford
Connie and Dan Hungate
Roy and Donna Larson
Deb and Kevin Strait
Nadine Finley
Mary White

James and Janet Pittmann
Trudy Atkinson
Julie Westbrook

Susan Eugster
John Siegfried
Eric and Andrea Benson
Dennis Horlacher
Earle and Judy Ruddach
Eric Holt
Carolyn Pilcher
Carol McVicker
Christine McKiernan
Patricia Skiffington
Patrick Thomas
John and Karen O'Donnell
Jack Cover
William Wolf
Curtis and Erika Hennings
John and Roberta Sahr
Catherine Rosenberg
Wanda Alderman

Curtis and Erika Hennings

Estellita Hanson
Karen Spencer
Julia Mckinstry
Pamela Aunan

Kay Baker
Sean Mahoney
Keith Pierce
Cricket Hass
Robert Anderson
Monte Nesbit
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PRIEST LAKE | The Priest Lake Museum is a volunteer 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
Our financial support comes from memberships, monetary/in-kind

M 5 E(fl M donations, and sales of Priest Lake related items. The museum is

' maintained and operated by a dedicated corps of volunteers.

Go to our website, priestlakemuseum.org, to learn more about us: about
: how to volunteer, to donate, or to renew your membership online! Or fill
70 Box 44 | Coomn, amosagz1 | 111 this form and send it to us!

Name:

Address:

City: State Zip:

Yes, sign me up as a member or renew my membership!

___Papoose Island under $25 __ Twin Islands $50 __ Four Mile $100

____ FEight Mile Island $200  ___ Kalispell Island $300  ___ Baritoe Island above $400!

Yes, I’d like to make an additional donation of $

In Memory of In Honor of

Yes, I’d like to donate to the Bismark Barn! $

NEW HOST COORDINATOR!

Let me introduce myself, my name is Shelly Tucker. I'm transitioning into Kelly Bacon-Hord’s
position as the Volunteer Host Coordinator. A huge THANK YOU to Kelly for doing such a
wonderful job. She has set the bar pretty high - I'll try my hardest.

It’s that time of the year again and we’re getting close to opening weekend. I'll be sending a sign-up
sheet to our previous hosts like Kelly did the last couple years, but I also wanted to ask a favor of all
museum patrons. Will you please help us spread the word about our need for volunteer hosts? We
would love to recruit some folks from the younger generations. My favorite thing is talking about
Priest Lake and when you host, that’s pretty much all you need to do (no other job skills required). I
also enjoy chatting with museum visitors about their own “lake stories”.

We are planning some “open house” style Q&A /host training sessions, possibly on Mondays, so
folks who are curious can come check it out before committing. We’ll be posting details on social
media so stay tuned.

Please direct anyone who might be interested in volunteering to our P.L.M. Volunteer Host
email: PLMhosts@gmail.com
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Museum Days & Hours

2025 Board
Members

Kelly Bacon-Hord
Michelle Barnes
Paul Bastine
Elizabeth & Nevel Bryant
Kay Coykendall
Mike Coykendall
Patty Engle

Jim Fisher

Brent Guyer
Carlos Landa
Tom Weitz

Don Widman
Elaine Widman
Kristen Winn
Debbie Butler,
USFS Liaison
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